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Mark	Sirett	is	a	native	of	Kingston,	ON	and	holds	both	

masters	and	doctoral	degrees	in	choral	conducting	and	

pedagogy	from	the	University	of	Iowa.	He	has	taught	

at	the	University	of	Alberta,	Western	and	Queen’s.	

He	is	the	Founding	Artistic	Director	of	the	Cantabile	

Choirs	of	Kingston,	a	multi-choir	programme	that	

consists	of	over	250	choristers.		Choirs	under	his	

direction	have	won	various	provincial,	national	and	

international	awards	including	the	CBC	Choral	

Competition.		Mark	is	an	award-winning	composer	

and	arranger	whose	works	have	been	published	in	

Canada,	USA,	UK,	Germany	and	Sweden.	On	two	occasions	he	has	been	awarded	Outstanding	Choral	Composition	by	Choral	Canada.	

His	works	have	been	performed	and	recorded	by	choirs	worldwide,	including	Chanticleer,	Vocalessence	and	the	Elora	Singers.

Ononyatakaka	(pronounced	On-on-ya-ta-ka-ga)	is	Mohawk	for	“rock”	or	“stone”.		The	word	is	strictly	used	for	rhythmic	purposes	

to	portray	sound	reflecting	off	the	surface	of	rock	cliffs.	There	is	no	specific	Mohawk	legend	associated	with	this	work.	Mohawk	

culture	serves	as	the	inspiration	for	the	work	but	the	musical	ideas	presented	are	entirely	original	and	are	not	derived	from	

aboriginal	chant.

The	two	sticks	used	as	percussion	in	this	work	should	be	long	poles	(approximately	5	feet	in	length	-	that	are	energetically	pounded	

on	the	stage	floor.	In	addition,	a	large,	deep-toned	hand	drum	and	small	flat	rocks	or	a	rattle	should	be	used	as	the	other	percussion	

for	this	work.

Cover	image	by	Jerry	Whitehead	-	First	Nations	artist	from	Chilliwack,	British	Columbia,	Canada.	(used	with	permission)
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