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The Lady Rose was launched in Glasgow, Scotland in 1937 under the original name Lady Sylvia, before her historic two-month 

crossing of the Atlantic Ocean en route to Vancouver – believed to be the first single-screw vessel to do so – where she was renamed 

and operated by the Union Steamship Company until 1951. Lady Rose was the glue that held the coast together. It was what the 

railway was to the Prairies. Described as a “saucy little lady” by writer Norman Hacking, Lady Rose carried a maximum of 130 

passengers and 25 tons of cargo on short day trips through the waters of West Howe Sound. The ship also carries with it some 

supernatural history, too. Historians have hinted at rumours the steamship became haunted after one of her chief engineers hanged 

himself onboard during her early days of service. Today, she rests in Tofino, and is widely considered the last surviving steamship 

from the iconic company’s fleet of dozens.
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