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How many times we must have met 
Here on the street as strangers do, 
Children of chance we were, who passed 
The door of heaven and never knew.

Sarah Teasdale (1884-1933)

Chance is the winner of the Vancouver Chamber Choir 's 2025 Young 
Composer ' s Compet it ion (secondary category).  

The text is from Chance, a short poem by the American poet, Sarah Teasdale, 
featured in her collection Rivers to the Sea (1915).  I t captures the bittersweet 
awareness that we often unknowingly pass by significant opportunities. 

The poem invites the reader to look more careful ly at ordinary encounters, 
as they may contain mystery and possibil ity.  The composer employs the use 
of repetition, syncopation, and word painting in her composition to heighten 
the message of the text.

Sophia Colpitts, (b.  2008), is currently the youngest composer to join 
the Cypress catalogue - (17 years old).
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