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Sniper’s Dream 

The first thing a small bird does when it lands on the ground, any bird, is to look 
around right away, every direction within a half breath, once on ground, they are 
vulnerable, not from earth dwelling creatures, but from birds of prey...larger birds 
from the sky; 

So, too, humans at war, soldiers that fear the unknown, death finding them and 
taking them away in claws, on the ground, mud, craters, dead everywhere, they are 
looking around like small scared piyasis, chickadees, who are terrified in their 
millions of year ancestral knowledge; fear the hunter. 

I want to be that bird of prey, I am watching you my prey...I am hunting you, 
following you, to see that value of your kill. Are you an officer? Making decisions? 
Effecting my survival? 

Planning and leading my enemy? What about the cook? He is feeding these 
soldiers who want to kill me and all those who wear this uniform. The artillery 
gunners? They are fun to bring down, usually a four-man team focused on loading 
and firing their guns of far-away death, but when one of their heads explode from 
my bullet, it’s joyous, to watch the remaining three look around like frightened, 
every direction, like frightened chickadees realizing that there is a hawk watching 
them and will soon strike again. I like taking my time with those, last one always 
making some nonsensical sign points on his chest. Ha! May death find you with 
the creator in mind… 

But the young new-found soldiers, fresh on the field are the best to take away, the 
young awkward, scared ones that come from some place I know not, these are 
cherished as it causes extreme panic and then numbness around the veterans. It 
deadens their resolve, they just want to survive, don’t want to win, just survive. I 
love spreading this fear amongst these warriors like a flock of terrified gulls, 
knowing a hawk is amongst and watching them. 
A culture I don’t know, a land I’ll never see, but they are surely as crazy as the rest 
of the white men I’ll ever meet, but I’m only meeting them from the end of my 
rife, I’m making a relationship with a life through a scope and my eye, and they are 
next gone. The echoes of their blood, the cries from loved ones, I know not, but 
these are an enemy as they took the life of my brother and his blood, the lodge told 
me to come to this, to be this hunter, to be a monster on this land to these tribes or 
nations. They will either never meet me, ever. Kill me probably, that is my power.
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Nimosôm 

Nimosôm spoke to us only once, around a fire after hunting deer. With the 
frost coming out of his gas-scarred lungs, and with the saddest tone I have 
ever heard from his trembling lips. Some place in the country of France, he 
told us, he told us he had never seen land so broken, scarred, torn-apart, as if 
by giants, and men ran around like little ants and squirming like worms in red 
mud… 

The land was poison, everywhere, he never saw the sun or a tree, just death, 
so many bodies. Some guy next to him said it looked like Dante’s inferno, but 
at the time he knew not what that meant. But to him, he never forgot the smell 
of fresh, the smell of broken men and their bodies, except that most were just 
boys, just small boys like myself and my brothers and nephews. What has this 
come to? Why is this happening? 

Where did men get so destructive? How did this start? A cook told him once 
it started in a place called Sarajevo, a bullet found its way into the neck of 
some prince or something like that. 

How? How could this be? So many dead, frightened out of their wits, while 
officers sit back miles away drinking tea!?! 

The screaming of cannons, wiping out scores of men, like giant clubs 
pounding the ground and erasing lives every 10 seconds, he told of men gone in 
the blink of an eye, boys that the days of poison gas, the wind carrying choking, 
dry death mustard gas, he says He stopped, then started to cry, and then told 
us there wasn’t a day he didn’t cry out - “nôhkom!! nôhkom help me!!!”
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okicitawak 

okicitawak - warrior… 

We are the greatest of Warriors, we come from the lodge of warriors, the 
okicitawikamik! 

We have always honour and respect. 

Many, many times we have been appointed predators of your so-called 
crown. To face and extinguish your enemies of other crowns. 

We have fought against the blue-coated French, even against our own colour 
in doing so. 

We marched against your Yankee enemy. 

We stayed out of your fight against Louis Riel and the Metis, and yet you 
called us traitors! 

We followed you across the huge ocean to Africa to fight against the Dutch 
Boers who threatened your empire. 

We have fought against the Hun and then the Nazi. Then battled the Chinese, 
followed by the Viet Cong! 

Lately it’s been Al Qaeda, Taliban, who’s next up, white man? We must have 
been great warriors for you, you have named so many weapons of war after 
our nations; 

Tomahawk missiles, Black Hawk and Apache flying machines, ....so many 
war names for you: Iroquois, Mohawk, Chinook, Shawnee, Choctaw weapons to 
name a few. 

Were you honouring us by naming so many of your sporting gladiator teams 
after us? Eskimos, Redskins, Braves, Blackhawks, Fighting Sioux, 
Indians? ...yes, yes, we were the savages you were looking for: your soldiers, 
sappers, snipers, cooks, ditch diggers, drivers, shell stacking, code making, 
poison-gas breathing, body sacrificing Indians you were looking for. 
Where is our place in your history? 
Where...?
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