2 Lost Lagoon

E. Pauline Johnson Stewart Wilkinson
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It is dusk on the Lost Lagoon,

And we two dreaming the dusk away,
Beneath the drift of a twilight grey—
Beneath the drowse of an ending day
And the curve of a'golden moon.

It is dark on the Lost Lagoon,

And gone are the depths of haunting blue,
The grouping gulls, and the old canoe,
The singing firs, and the dusk and—you,
And goneis the golden moon.

O lure of the Lost Lagoon

| dream to-night that my paddle blurs

The purple shade where the seaweed stirs
| hear the call of the singing firs

In the hush of the golden moon.
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Emily Pauline Johnson, who also published under her paternal
grandfather’s Mohawk name Tekahionwake (“double wampum”),
was born on March 10, 1861, on the Six Nations Reserve,
Canada West. She was the fourth and youngest child born to
George Henry Martin Johnson (Onwanonsyshon), a Mohawk
who was both a hereditary and elected chief of the Six Nations.

Johnson'’s father was fluent in six Indigenous languages, which
allowed him to work as a translator. Johnson’s mother, Emily
Susanna Howells, was an English-born Canadian from Bristol.
Johnson’s father died in 1884.




