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"O Siem" is a song written by Inuit musician Susan 
Aglukark and Chad Irschick. It was recorded by 
Aglukark on her 1995 album "This Child", and was 
released that year as the album's first single. The 
song went to number one on both the Canadian RPM 
country and adult contemporary charts that year, and 
peaked at number three on the pop charts.

"O Siem", meaning a joyful greeting for family and 
loved ones, was “an anthemic call to turn away from 
racism and prejudice” according to Historica Canada. 
It called for inclusivity and acceptance, the things that 
Aglukark has spent her lifetime promoting.

Born on January 27, 1967, Aglukark was born in Churchill, Manitoba, but was raised in 
the Northwest Territories, now Nunavut. Her childhood instilled a love of the North and a 
love for music by singing in her father’s choir and learning guitar at summer camp.


