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In	Flanders	Fields
SAB	chorus	and	piano

music	by	Brian	TateJohn	McCrea
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"In Flanders Fields" is a war poem in the form of a rondeau, written during the First World War 
by Canadian physician Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrae.  He was inspired to write it on 
May 3, 1915, after presiding over the funeral of fr iend and fel low soldier Lieutenant Alexis Helmer, 
who died in the Second Battle of Ypres. According to legend, fel low soldiers retrieved the poem 
after McCrae, initial ly dissatisfied with his work, discarded it.  "In Flanders Fields" was first 
published on December 8 of that year in the London magazine Punch. Flanders Fields is a 
common English name of the World War I  battlefields in Belgium and France.

Brian Tate is a Victoria, B.C. choral director, cl inician, educator, and vocalist.  
As an award-winning composer and arranger, dozens of his choral works 
are published and his music is performed worldwide. Brian directed 
Vancouver ’s Universal Gospel Choir,  the City Soul Choir,  and Victoria’s 
Capital Soul Choir.  He has taught singing and choir for over 20 years at 
Langara College’s Studio 58 theatre school and on the voice faculty of the 
Canadian College of the Performing Arts. Brian has also performed with 
Dawn Pemberton and Karla Mundy in the world music a cappella vocal
tr io, TriVo. He has had a l ifelong interest in music of the African diaspora, 
and has travelled and studied in Cuba and West Africa. Brian is frequently 
invited to lead workshops for choirs and is known for his teaching skil ls,  h
umour, and abil ity to inspire people from all levels and backgrounds to sing 
together.
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