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Geoffrey Anketell Studdert Kennedy MC (1883-1929) was an English Anglican priest and poet.

On the outbreak of World War I, Studdert Kennedy volunteered as a chaplain to the army on
the Western Front, where he gained the nickname "Woodbine Willie” for giving Woodbine
cigarettes to the soldiers he met, as well as spiritual aid to injured and dying soldiers. In 1917,
he was awarded the Military Cross at Messines Ridge after running into no man's land to help
the wounded during an attack on the German frontline.

After the war, Studdert Kennedy was given charge of St Edmund, King and Martyr in Lombard
Street, London. Having been converted to Christian socialism and pacifism during the war, he
wrote Lies (1919), Democracy and the Dog-Collar (1921) (featuring such chapters as "The
Church Is Not a Movement but a Mob", "Capitalism is Nothing But Greed, Grab, and
Profit-Mongering" and "So-Called Religious Education Worse than Useless"), Food for the
Fed Up (1921), The Wicket Gate (1923), and The Word and the Work (1925). He moved to
work for the Industrial Christian Fellowship, for whom he went on speaking tours of Britain.
His appointment as missioner for ICF released him from routine clerical duties to become

an outspoken advocate for the working classes. One of his celebrated quotes was: "If finding
God in our churches leads to us losing Him in our factories, then better we tear down those
churches for God must hate the sight of them."

It was on one of these tours that he was taken ill with the flu, which was complicated by his
weak lungs. He died in Liverpool on 8 March 1929, exhausted at the age of 45.



