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Michael began his infatuation with music and composing at the tender age of nine. 
After pursuing the exciting world of rock n rol l ,  Michael settled down to become 
a music teacher with District 38. He is married, has two children, and a pet goldfish 
named Orangie De Bubbles. For his Shakespeare songs, see www.shakesongs.com

High Flight is a 1941 sonnet written by war poet John Gil lespie Magee Jr.  and inspired 
by his experiences as a fighter pilot of the Royal Canadian Air Force in World War I I .  
Magee began writing the poem on 18 August, while stationed at No. 53 OTU outside 
London, and mailed a completed manuscript to his family on 3 September, three 
months before he died in a training accident.  Originally published in the Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette, it was widely distributed when Magee became one of the first 
post-Pearl Harbour American casualties of the war on 11 December, after which it 
was exhibited at the American Library of Congress in 1942. Owing to its gleeful 
and ethereal portrayal of aviation, along with its al legorical interpretation of death 
and transcendence, the poem has been featured prominently in aviation memorials 
across the world, including that of the Space Shuttle Challenger disaster.

-
>

-
>

U

œ
œ œ œ ˙̇ ˙

˙ w w

œ
œ œ œ

˙b ˙ w w

œ
œ œ œ ˙ ˙

˙ œn œ wn

œ
œ œ œ ˙ ˙ w

w
w
w

˙
˙
˙
b

∏
∏
∏ ˙

˙
˙
n

∏
∏
∏

˙̇
˙

œ
œ
œ

n œ
œ
œ

˙
˙
˙
˙

n

˙
˙
˙
˙
n

∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏

˙

˙

˙
˙
˙

˙
˙
˙

™
™
™

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œn

˙
˙
˙

8


