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*Note: The top line contains Gilles Vigneault's original poetry.
The lower line contains a repetition of the first refrain for choirs
who wish to have a simplified option and for consistency with a
previous edition of this arrangement.

Gilles Vigneault, born in 1928, is a Canadian poet, publisher, singer-songwriter and well known Québécois
nationalist and sovereigntist. A poet deeply rooted in his native Quebec, Vigneault has become an icon at
home and a Québécois ambassador abroad. He is one of the principal figures of the generation of
chansonniers who helped the Quebec chanson find its own identity, even while helping it find a universal
dimension. His reputation grew with the success of his song, "Mon Pays", from the sound track of the
National Film Board movie, "La neige a fondu sur la Manicougan" (1965).

A literal translation reads "my country is not a country, it's the winter". The words really evoke the sense
of isolation created by Quebec's fierce winter storms and, in some circles, I'hiver is a metaphor for a sence
of distinctiveness from the rest of Canada. But "in this land of snowstorms" the author still vows to remain
faithful and hospitable like his father before him. "The guest-room will be such that people from the other
seasons will come and build next door to it."

Dr. Larry Nickel is a Canadian composer, conductor, publisher, teacher, choral clinician and
professional singer (e.g. Vancouver Chamber Choir). He's an associate composer of the
Canadian Music Centre and has composed for a wide spectrum of genres. Over 50,000 singers
performed his music in 2012, including 5,000 participants in Torino (Europa Cantat XVIII)
and a mass choir in Shanghai. Requiem for Peace, his magnum opus in 13 languages, is being
performed internationally.

Larry and Edna live by the sea wall in Vancouver, close to their children and grandchildren.



