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This iconic song was commissioned by the CBC 
(Canadian Broadcasting Corp.) to celebrate the 
Canadian Centennial in 1967. While Lightfoot's 
song echoes the optimism of the railroad age, 
it also chronicles the cost in sweat and blood of 
building "an iron road runnin' from the sea to the sea." 

The slow middle section of the song is especial ly 
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may have physically connected the country, but it 
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