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Larry	Nickel	in	1976

Larry wrote this simple hymn in 1976 - in a church basement at Harrison Lake (British Columbia).  
"I  actually forgot that the song existed unti l Eldon Ruth recently sent me a weathered old copy. 
I ’m thankful for this opportunity to revisit my youthful expression and write a new choral setting."

Since 1976 Nickel has written hundreds of choral works, taught music for 25 years, raised a family 
with Edna, and completed a Doctorate in Composition. Together with Tony Funk, he founded the West 
Coast Mennonite Chamber Choir which recorded nearly 120 of his compositions. His music has been 
performed in every state and every province in North America. His thesis, "Requiem for Peace" 
(in 13 languages) has had 27 perforamances:  Órebro -Sweden, at the European Choral Games in 
Magdeburg-Germany, Corfu-Greece, and with 400 voice choir at Carnegie Hall (NYC). Now Nickel 
owns and operates Cypress Choral Music, which features the music by over 260 Canadian composers.

As I  look back on my l ife, with gratitude to the Lord for such opportunities, I ’m more aware than ever 
of my own mortality.  

"Our time on earth is brief;  the number of our days is already decided". Job 14:5

"Teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts to wisdom”  Psalm 90:12;  Isaiah 30:18

Living in God’s grace, within His mercy and forgiveness, is key to a joyful heart.  Carpe diem!
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