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Journey Song,  is a piece set to a poem written by Canadian poet, Anna Marie Sewell.   The work captures the sacred moments of personal journey 
experienced in discovering a place for one’s own voice in the all-encompassing Great Song of Life.  The piece is about finding acceptance, moving 
forward, and making room for al l voices that contribute to the interconnected harmonies of l ife.   From the beginning, the music invites a serene and 
contemplative atmosphere with a hopeful con moto middle section.  All voice sections have a moment to shine and overall ,  beautiful ly features the 
ensemble with subtle dissonances, long melodic phrases, and expressive dynamics.  

*An excerpt from this poem was first published, under the title 'Journey Prayer' in Anna Marie Sewell 's book Fifth World Drum, 2009, 
Frontenac House, Calgary. 

Mari Alice Conrad is an emerging, award-winning composer near Edmonton, Alberta currently studying graduate work 
in music composition at the University of Alberta. Her works have been performed across Canada by Babɛl Choir 
(Toronto), Standing Wave Ensemble (Vancouver),  Exultate Chamber Singers (Toronto), the Allegra Chamber 
Orchestra (Vancouver),  the SHHH! !  Ensemble (Ottawa), Edmonton Winds (Edmonton), Soprano Maghan McPhee 
and pianist Valerie Dueck (Ottawa), Allen Sti les (Vancouver),  Pro Coro Canada (Edmonton), and has mentored 
young composers through the Tuckamore Widening the Circle Program (Newfoundland).                                       

Recent performances of her works were featured at Ottawa Chamberfest, Vancouver ’s Allegra Chamber Orchestra 
FestivELLE, Toronto’s East Chamber Festival,  the Banff Centre for the Arts, New Music Edmonton Summer Solstice 
Festival,  and the 2022 Choral Canada’s Podium Conference as the recipient of the Stephen Chatman Student 
Award in Choral Composition.    

Mari Alice is currently a SSHRC scholar with her creative research exploring the 
multifaceted benefits of chamber music for developing musicians. Her compositional practice shines an exceptional 
l ight on the human condition and fosters curiosity, authenticity, connection, and collaboration, creating a compell ing 
experience for both performers and audiences alike.  www.marial iceconrad.com
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