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How Brightly Beams the Morning Star
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O praise such love o'er flow- ing.-
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James Wright (b.  1959) has pursued a broad-ranging career as a composer, pianist,  musicologist and choral director.   
He is perhaps best known as a composer of vocal and choral music whose works have been commissioned, performed 
and recorded by choirs and soloists throughout North America. 

Dr. Wright has taught harmony, counterpoint,  composition, choral arranging, music history and post-tonal music theory and 
analysis at Wilfr id Laurier University, McGil l University, the University of Ottawa, and Carleton University, where he is currently 
a professor of music theory and composition.  In 2019, James Wright was named University of Toronto Louis Applebaum 
Distinguished Visiting Professor (Composition).  His three-movement chamber art song cycle, Letters to the Immortal Beloved, 
sets excerpts from Beethoven’s passionate and mysterious love letters of 1812, to a woman unknown.  The cycle has been 
performed on four continents, and featured on the CD “Elements Eternal” (Naxos 8.573533) by Canadian mezzo-soprano Julie 
Nesrallah and the Gryphon Trio, and the CD “Immortal and Beloved” (Analekta B07LC2J7VG) by Luxembourg baritone 
David Pike and the Gryphon Trio. His recent four-movement String Quartet,  “Ellen at Scattergood,” has been recorded by the 
Andara String Quartet of Montreal,  and wil l be included on their forthcoming CD “Bri l ler de mil le feux” (Halifax:  Leaf Music, 2022).  
American composer and reviewer Dr.  John Cornelius I I  writes that “this is a bri l l iantly sophisticated work that has nothing to prove, 
except its composer ’s audacity.”  

James Wright is an Associate Composer of the Canadian Music Centre. 
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