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Christoph von Schmid 
(1768-1859)

O Come, Little Children
mvt. #1: Three German/ Austrian Christmas Carols

J.A.P. Schulz (1840)
arr. Imant Raminsh
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Born	in	1943	in	Ventspils,	Latvia,	Imant	Raminsh	came	to	Canada	in	1948.	After	completing	an	ARCT	diploma	in	violin	at	the	Royal	Conservatory	of	

Toronto	and	a	Bachelor	of	Music	programme	at	the	University	of	Toronto,	he	spent	two	years	at	the	Akademie	“Mozarteum”	in	Salzburg,	Austria,	

studying	composition,	fugue,	violin	and	conducting,	and	playing	in	the	professional	Camerata	Academica	orchestra.	He	is	a	two-time	winner	of	the	

biennial	Canadian	National	Choral	Awards	in	the	category	of	“Outstanding	Choral	Work”,	first	in	1990	for	his	Magnificat	and	again	in	1994	for	his	

Veni	Sancte	Spiritus.	His	music	has	been	heard	on	6	continents,	and	performed	in	such	renowned	halls	as	Carnegie	Hall	and	Notre	Dame.		In	2007,	

Imant	was	made	an	Officer	in	the	Order	of	the	Three	Stars	of	the	Republic	of	Latvia.	He	is	the	founding	conductor	of	the	Prince	George	Symphony,	

the	Youth	Symphony	of	the	Okanagan,	NOVA	Children’s	Choir,	and	Aura	Chamber	Choir.	For	many	summers,	he	was	employed	as	a	seasonal	park	

naturalist/interpreter	in	the	parks	of	British	Columbia.		His	love	of	the	natural	world	informs	many	of	his	compositions.	Imant	is	married	to	poet	and

frequent	artistic	collaborator,	Becky	Strube,	and	they	have	one	lovely,	bright,	talented	daughter,	Lisa	Alexandra	Soleil.		Photo	by	Daniel	Hayduk

All three of these carols take me back to my early childhood, when on Christmas 
Eve our family gathered around the Christmas tree, tr immed with tinsel and real 
wax candles, and sang these wonderful songs (in Latvian translation).  Such 
memories never fade. In the simplicity of these folk-l ike tunes is their never-ending 
strength.   Imant Raminsh
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