The Returning

Words by Music by
Watson Kirkconnell Jane Best
Used with permission.
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Here, by the Christ-mas hearth, the heart re - mem-bers___
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The loved ones, now no long - er in_____ @ flesh, Who shared with us  the joys
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— of * @ .n - bers,__ Whose glan-ces in the fan - cy, shine a - fresh.
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Their sha - dowy forms sur-round us in our mus-ing; Their un-seen hands up-on_our  shoul - ders rest;
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We can-not see them_ but_ their [eyes are on us; We can-not touch them but they
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We can-not see them_ but_ their eyes are on us; We can-not touch them but they
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touch us still; Thru joy an/’ @ .aeir deep | glan - ces scan us;
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touch us still; "Q ad sor-row their deep  glan - ces scan us;
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Are these the spir-its who have
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a1 our lives in love thru | good and ill.
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they watch our lives in love thru good and ill
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shared our liv-ing?_ then still more close must be the Heart of Love
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That in the cli - max_ of Cre-a-tion's , Came as a Babe, in pi - ty
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@ The birth of God Him-self __ in | hu - man fash - ion___
) - e e —_—
) [ | [ o
R = b—a—a—

WA

¥,
= 6
S

&

=

-

=

The birth of God Him-self_ in  hu - man fash - ion__
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Hal-lows this sea - son  be-yond | word or thought, For in His Birth we al - so
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Hal-lows this sea - son be-yond word or thought, For in His Birth we al - so
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see His Pas - sion And an A-tone-r% his | loved ones wrought._
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see His Pas - sion And ar -mentfor__  his loved_ ones___ wrought.
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And S0 en-fold - ing all___ the glad en - dea - vour
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In which, withthe de-par - ted, | we take___ part, We feel God‘s liv - ing pre -
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In which, withthe de-par - ted, we take part, Wr & Jd°s ng pre -
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- sence bless for-ev-er____ The Pr @ _nrist- mas  tothe|(hu - man heart._
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- sence bless for-ev-er____ § 5 eace of Christ- mas tothe hu - man heart._______
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