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Genesis	12:2,	1 5:5-6,	17:16b

Words	and	Music	by

Joanne	Bender

Like	the	Stars	of	the	Sky
for	SATB	choir,	piano	and	optional	C	instrument

Like	the	Stars	of	the	Sky	is	from	Cantata	160

written	for	Erb	Street	Mennonite	Church,	Waterloo,	Ontario

for	their	160th	anniversary	in	2011
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Joanne	(Elligsen)	Bender	is	a	full-time	private	teacher	of	piano,	rudiments	and	composition	in	

her	Waterloo	studio,	with	many	talented	students	from	beginners	to	advanced.		Her	students	

are	frequent	award	winners	at	local	and	provincial	competitions.		She	is	involved	in	KW	

Kiwanis	Music	Festival,	KW	Symphony	Love	of	Music	Marathon,	and	KW	ORMTA.	She	

performs	as	a	chamber	musician	in	local	concerts,	and	is	a	volunteer	church	musician.		Her	

compositions	for	piano	appear	in	the	RCM	Piano	Odyssey	series	and	CNCM	Northern	

Lights	series.	She	has	also	composed	children’s	musicals,	a	chamber	opera,	a	cantata	and	

several	piano	trios.	Joanne	is	a	winner	of	the	NUMUS	composition	competition,	the	John	

Weinzweig	composition	scholarship	and	the	CFMTA	Call	for	Compositions	2010.
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