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and God. A men.- -
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Thee. A - - (A) men.-

rit.	
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1 )	Es	Harrt	die	Braut	so	lange	schon	-	Dora	Rappard;	1 842-1923

2)	O	wunderbar	suss	ist	die	Botschaft	-	Fanny	Crosby;	1 820-1915,	Peter	Bilhorn

3)	Ein	reines	Herz,	Herr,	schaff	in	mir	-	Heinrich	Neuss;	1654-1716,	William	Bardbury;	1 843

4)	O	Gott,	Mein	Gott	-	Karl	Johann	Phillip	Spitta;	1 801 -1858,	Asa	Hull;	1 869

These	four	hymns	(among	others)	were	precious	to	Mennonites	for	over	a	hundred	years.	They	are	etched	into	my	childhood	

memory	-	learning	the	alto	line	beside	my	mother	at	Fraserview	MB	church	during	the	late	1950's	and	early	1960's.	

Such	music	can	sustain	Christians	through	difficult	times.

Molotschna	was	founded	in	1804	by	Mennonite	settlers	from	West	Prussia	(Poland)	and	consisted	of	57	villages.	The

Mennonites	had	been	invited	by	the	czar	to	develop	the	land,	because	of	their	highly	reputed	agricultural	skills.

The	Russian	revolution	was	not	kind	to	the	Mennonites	from	Molotschna.	My	great	uncle	was	shot	in	the	back	because	

a	bolshevik	wanted	his	horse.	My	great	aunt	was	making	bread	and	reading	the	bible	when	soldiers	suddenly	came	to	her	house.	

She	quickly	covered	the	bible	in	dough	and	put	it	in	the	oven.	My	grandparents	were	just	kids	when	their	parents	fled	to	Canada

and	took	up	home-steading	close	to	the	CN	railway.	They	lived	in	a	house	made	of	sod.	Eventually,	my	Dad	grew	up	on	a	

farm	in	Saskatchewan,	with	8	brothers	and	sisters.	They	spoke	German	in	the	home	and	learned	English	at	school.	By	the	time	

I	came	along,	Mom	and	Dad	used	German	only	to	tell	secrets	in	front	of	my	three	brothers	and	me.	These	little	stories	might	put	

some	perspective	on	this	menno-medley.		I'm	so	happy	to	know	that	young	people	are	singing	this	music	again.			LN

The	West	Coast	Mennonite	Chamber	Choir	recorded	a	large	collection	of	Nickel's	"Mennonite	kernlieder"	hymn	arrangements	

on	the	CD		entitled	Mennonite	Tapestry	-	available	at	infantkingrecords.com.		Also,	please	visit	larrynickel.com.

Dr.	Larry	Nickel	is	an	active	musician;	singing,	directing	and	writing	

choral	music.	He	and	Edna	live	in	Vancouver,	close	to	their	children	

and	grandchildren.

"In	1989	I	nearly	died	from	viral	encephalitis	and	emerged	from	a	coma

after	fifteen	days.	I	had	to	learn	how	to	walk	and	talk	again.	Einstein	said,	

'There	are	only	two	ways	to	live	your	life.	One	is	as	though	nothing	is	a	miracle.	

The	other	is	as	though	everything	is	a	miracle'. 		I	believe	in	the	wonders	of	God."
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