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Emily Pauline Johnson (1 0 March 1 861  – 7 March 1 913),  also known by her Mohawk stage name 
Tekahionwake (pronounced dageh-eeon-wageh, l i teral ly:  'double-l i fe')[1 ]),  was a Canadianpoet,  
author and performer who was popular in the late 1 9th and ear ly 20th centur ies.  Her father was 
a hereditary Mohawk chief of mixed ancestry and her mother was an Engl ish immigrant.  Johnson's 
poetry was publ ished in Canada, the United States and Great Br i tain .  Johnson was one of a generation 
of widely read writers who began to define Canadian l i terature.  Whi le her l i terary reputation decl ined 
after her death, in the late 20th century there has been a renewed interest in her l i fe and works. 

In 2002, E .  Paul ine Johnson, Tekahionwake:  Col lected Poems and Selected Prose, a complete col lection 
of her known poetry was publ ished. Johnson was notable for her poems, short stor ies,  and 
performances that celebrated her mixed-race her i tage drawing from both Indigenous and 
Engl ish influences. She is most known for her books of poetry The White Wampum (1 895 ),  
Canadian Born (1 903),  F l int and Feather (1 912) and her col lections of stor ies Legends of 
Vancouver (1 91 1 ),  The Shagganappi (1 913) and The Moccasin Maker (1 913).  Not only was 
Johnson a poet and writer but she was a part of the New Woman movement due to the blending 
of her two cultures in her works and her cr i ticisms of the Canadian government.  Johnson was 
also a key figure in the construction of Canadian l i terature as an insti tution and has made an 
indel ib le mark on Indigenous women's wr iting and performance as a whole.
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