Passendale

Larry Nickel

Larry Smeets (adapted freely)
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Passendale is also spelled “Passchendaele” and pronounced "Passior

The Battle of Passendale is a vivid symbol of the mud, madness @wss slaughter of the First World War. In the late summer of 1917,
the British launched a series of failed assaults against German * Q & the plateau overlooking the city of Ypres, Belgium.

The battlefield became a quagmire. Canadian forces entered * _tober, capturing the Passchendaele ridge at a cost of 15,600 casualties -

a high price for a piece of ground that would be vacated for ae following year.

Under almost continuous rain and shellfire, conditions * .s were horrifying. Troops huddled in waterlogged shell holes, or became lost
on the blasted mud-scape, not knowing where the fro- at separated Canadian from German positions. "Our feet were in water, over
the tops of our boots, all the time," wrote Arthur Tv Jryman from Alberta. "We were given whale oil to rub on our feet . . . this was to
prevent trench-feet. To solve it I took off my boo’ oured half the oil into each foot, then slid my feet into it. It was a gummy mess,
but I did not get trench-feet." The mud gumme .els and breeches, making them difficult to fire. It swallowed up soldiers as they slept.
It slowed stretcher-bearers — wading waist-- .ried to carry wounded away from the fighting — to a crawl. Ironically, the mud also
saved lives, cushioning many of the shells Jreventing their explosion. "The Battle for the Passchendaele Ridge," wrote Turner,

"was without doubt one of the Muddy-e- ., of the whole war." Wrote Private John Sudbury: "The enemy and ourselves were in the

selfsame muck, degradation and horre it nobody cared any more about anything, only getting out of this, and the only way out was
by death or wounding and we all of -either."

CENTENARY @ \SSCHENDAELE, THE THIRD BATTLE OF YPRES

5




