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"In the Bleak Midwinter" is a Christmas carol based on a poem by 

the English poet Christina Rossetti. The poem was published, under 

the title "A Christmas Carol", in the January 1872 issue of Scribner's 

Monthly - pictured here. The poem first appeared set to music in 

The English Hymnal in 1906 with a setting by Gustav Holst. 

In verse one, Rossetti describes the physical circumstances of the 

Incarnation in Bethlehem. In verse two, Rossetti contrasts Christ's 

first and second coming. The third verse dwells on Christ's birth 

and describes the simple surroundings, in a humble stable and 

watched by beasts of burden. Rossetti achieves another contrast 

in the fourth verse, this time between the incorporeal angels 

attendant at Christ's birth with Mary's ability to render Jesus 

physical affection. The final verse shifts the description to a more 

introspective thought process.
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