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woods these are I think I know. His house is in the vil lage,- though; He
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will not see me stop ping- here To watch his woods fill up with snow.
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Miles to Go Before I Sleep

Robert Frost - 1922 Larry Nickel

Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening
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The dark est- ev' ning- of the year.
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"Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening" is a poem written in 1922 by Robert Frost, and published in 1923 in his New Hampshire volume. 

Imagery, personification, and repetition are prominent in the work. In a letter to Louis Untermeyer, Frost called it "my best bid for remembrance".

Frost wrote the poem at his house in Shaftsbury, Vermont. He had been up the entire night writing the long poem "New Hampshire" 

and had finally finished when he realized morning had come. He went out to view the sunrise and suddenly got the idea for "Stopping by Woods 

on a Snowy Evening”. He wrote the new poem "about the snowy evening and the little horse - as if I'd had a hallucination - in just a few minutes 

without strain".

The text of the poem describes the thoughts of a lone wagon driver (the speaker), pausing at night in his travel to watch snow falling in the 

woods. It ends with him reminding himself that, despite the loveliness of the view, "I have promises to keep and miles to go before I sleep.”

This poem has touched many lives over the years. At the funeral of former Canadian prime minister Pierre Trudeau, on October 3, 2000, 

his eldest son Justin rephrased the last stanza of this poem in his eulogy: "The woods are lovely, dark and deep. He has kept his promises 

and earned his sleep."

Composer, Dr. Larry Nickel, says, "Death is a prevalent and powerful theme in literature. Frost uses imagery and symbolism to invoke the

yearning for eternal sleep - death - in the weary traveler of life. Yet, one has so many wonderful ventures to experience before that time comes."
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