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hint from the composer: "this piece tunes better in F#" - (like the online recording)

In 1989 Dr. Larry Nickel suddenly fell into a coma for 15 days and nearly 

died. Few people recover from viral encephalitis. During a lengthy 

convalescence, Larry wrote 22 compositions, originals and arrangements. 

As a result, Tony Funk (choir director), and Larry founded the West Coast 

Mennonite Chamber Choir, which recorded the full set in 1990. The 

collection was called “Songs My Father Taught Me". (the recording is still 

available on iTunes, CD Baby, and other media platforms)

What started out to be a step of faith became a stellar choir which produced 

13 CDs over the the period of 15 years, raising over a million dollars for a 

local charity. These recordings include over 120 Nickel originals and 

arrangements. All of that music is still available in print. Nickel says, “I have 

certainly experienced the love and grace of the Great Physician in my life and 

own a debt of gratitude to Tony and all the amazing singers."

Listen to the stunning premiere of this piece at cypresschoral.com
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