Ikan Kekek

Malay children's song

arr. Tracy Wong
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but her laugh 1s loud (and not graceful)

my dear is very beautiful
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come learn (study hard), don't be lazy
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Tracy Wong hails from M- % s 1s a choral conductor, music educator, vocalist,

and pianist. She is comp! .or in Musical Arts (Choral Conducting) degree

at the University of To’ che tutelage of Dr. Hilary Apfelstadt after obtaining

a Master in Music Pr Choral Conducting) at the same institution. At the

Faculty of Music, @ s-Conductor of the Women’s Chorus (2015-16, 2017-18).
r

She is also a pre of the Elmer Iseler National Graduate Fellowship in Choral

Conducting (2 racy’s choral works have been published and performed by
Malaysian, © aropean, and American choirs at international competitions and
festivals. 0 recently completed the compilation of Canadian composer Nancy
Telfer's positions, a resource for music educators and choral directors.

Children’s songs in Malays’ taught by rote and passed down from generation to generation. As with children’s
songs from other countrir an children’s songs consist of simple, catchy, and repetitive melodies. These tunes,
usually lively and festiv- @ - new vocabulary and encourage children to sing freely. The lyrics often tells a story

or bear advice which @ .d for young people, although some are humorously written and are meant to entertain.

“Ikan Kekek?”, li¥ QQ alay folk and children’s songs, is composed based on the Malay Pantun - a form of Malay

poetry that is v & up of four rhyming lines with an ABAB rhyming scheme. The pantun is divided into two
parts — the “s’ aes 1 and 2), and the “meaning” (lines 3 and 4). The former is usually a preamble (“ikan kekek”
and “ikan - . types of fishes found in Malaysia) and sometimes has little relation with the latter, besides
rhyming aing” delivers the true message of the pantun (in this song, it’s either a tease or an advice).

Visi‘r'g@ e at cypresschoral.com for a pronunciation guide.
@7 percussion part (hand drum) available upon request - gratis - cypresschoralmusic@gmail.com




