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Dedicated to Newman Sound Men's Choir of St. John's, Newfoundland: Artistic Directors Kellie Walsh and David Chafe.

World premiere performance on June 19th, 2010 in St. John's and recorded on Newman Sound's debut CD, released Fall 2010.
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Here and Gone – Background Note

In 1831, 200 kilometers north of Nain, Labrador, in the land of the Inuit (“The People”), Moravian missionaries 

opened the mission Hebron.  Life was hard. There were epidemics facilitated by hunger, crowded conditions and 

the area’s strangely humid climate.  In 1955 an outbreak of tuberculosis led to the mission’s closure and the 

subsequent enforced relocation of  The People (who were never considered in the matter) and the disruption of 

crucial hunting routes.  For many in Canada’s east, “Hebron” remains a somber word. Given its strategic position 

for airplane routes the area became of high interest to military and government.   In 1976 Hebron was declared a 

National Historic Site.  The  mission’s original buildings still stand and are visited by cruise ships.  

Since 1980 “Hebron” has given its name to “The Hebron Project”,  the deep sea rig that drills the huge oilfield in 

Newfoundland’s  Jeanne d’Arc basin, far to the south of the original mission.  

Truth is stranger, sadder, stronger than fiction.
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