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Mother Whale Lullaby
Paul Winter  

arr. Larry Nickel
Mater Ballena Canticum



1) piano sets atmosphere (circa 10 seconds)
2) whale song  enters
3) piano - does not need to line up with whale song
4) repeat the four meausres (pedal down) until whale sounds subside
5) then continue at measure 5
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*as in "how do you do" - with a soft "d"
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approx. whale tempo - rubato (directed)G68
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whale song - one last time



 



The recorded whale song clip - needed for performance of this composition -  is available to choirs (gratis) from Cypress Choral Music. 
Larry Nickel can email the MP3 upon request.

It is effective to put an MP3 player (e.g. - iPod) on the piano and have one person in charge of starting the clip at the right times in the score. 
note: please put the whale song MP3 in a separate "whale song" folder so that one only needs to push play - four times.  
(otherwise it could continue into an unrelated recording - and ruin everything)

With a little practice, the audio engineer will know when to start the recording each time; close to the symbol  - 

This unique song is based on Paul Winter's "Lullaby of the Great Mother Whale".  Saxophonist, bandleader, composer, 
explorer of the world's musics, and founder of Living Music and of the Paul Winter Consort, Paul has created an award-winning 
body of work that transcends categories, reflecting his wide-ranging experiences in the musical traditions and natural environments 
of the Earth. The Paul Winter Consort has toured the world for 40 years.

Dr. Larry Nickel first heard the instrumental piece in 1982 and found Paul Winter's soprano sax improvisations fascinating. 
In 2011 Larry contacted Paul and obtained permission to write this choral setting.

The haunting sound of hump-back whale singing - the melodic motif for this composition - was recorded at a depth of 1500 feet,
using an extraordinary array of deep-water microphones that were part of a cold-water experiment by the US Navy.

Dr. Nickel chose Latin words for the pure vowels (great for singing) and their relation to languages of the western world.

Infantem - baby (infant)
ballena - whale
cessare - stop (cease)
natatio - swimming
somnum - sleep
dormeo - sleep (be dormant)
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