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Riu riu chiu

Anonymous, 

16th century villancico

arr. Erica Phare-Bergh

Spanish Christmas Carol
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*sometimes spelled with an accent as "ríu"

River, roaring river, guard our homes in safety

As God kept the wolf from our lamb
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The one who is born is the Great Monarch

Christ the Patriarch clothed in flesh

He has redeemed us by making himself small

Though he was infinite He became finite
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Many a prophecy told of his coming, and now in our days we have seen them fulfilled.

God became man, on earth we behold him, and see man in heaven because he so willed.
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He comes to give life to the dead

He comes to redeem the fall of man

This child is the light of day

He is the very lamb Saint John prophesied
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