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Psalm 133 (Latin)

(Psalm 132 in the Vulgate)

Bro ers in Uni
Larry Nickel
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How pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity

∑

with rhythmic  precision

?
∑
&

use pedal freely

&

=

∑

Women

Leggiero - floating sound - one long phrase

div.

&

Behold, how good and honorable it is when brothers live together in unity
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It is like precious oil poured on the head, running down on Aaron's beard
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Behold, how good and honorable it is when brothers live together in unity
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Ky

p

ri- - e,

mp

- ky ri- e,- mi se- -

q = 64-70    plainchant style 

Ky

p

ri- - - e,

mp

-

(Ky ri- e),-

ky ri- e- mi se- -

Ky

mp

ri- e,- do

mf

na- no bis- pa cem.-

mp

Mi se- -

mp

Ky ri- e,- do

mf

na- no bis- pa cem.-

mp

Mi se- -

re re- no

mf

bis.-

mp

Ky ri- e,- do na- no bis- pa cem.-

poco rit

7

re re- no

mf

bis,- no bis.- Ky

mp

ri- e,- do na- no bis- pa

poco rit

cem.-

re re- no
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bis,- Ky ri- e-

p

pa cem-
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re re- no
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bis,- Ky ri- e-

p

pa cem-
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Latin and Greek Liturgy

Lord, Have Mercy

7. Kyrie eleison7. Kyrie eleison
Larry Nickel

cantus firmus melody by Kuni Murai
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a tempo

se- re- re-
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no bis.- Ky

p

ri- e,
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- ky

p

ri- -

A

13
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se- re- re- no

mf

bis.- Ky
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cem-

rall.
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keep the quarter pulse by subdividing half notes
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Sankichi Toge (1917-1953)

Latin Requiem Mass; Dies Irae, Lacrimosa

Larry Nickel

Tears for Hiroshima
11. Hiroshima lacrimosa11. Hiroshima lacrimosa
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note: in the chamber version the vibes should give a starting pitch (B)

         in the full orchestral version the strings play these 4 bars
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Requiem for Peace was premiered in 2005 at the University of British Columbia.

Since then Nickel has replaced "Recordare" (heard on the original recording) with "Bugles Sang".

Håll Facklan Högt was added in 2014 for the European premiere of Requiem for Peace in Sweden.

Like any of the movements, it can be performed seperately or as part of the total work.

"Requiem for Peace is a work in progress" says Nickel.  "Should the work be performed in India one day, 

I'd be happy to add a new piece in Hindi or Punjabi!"
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Points of In!rest "om #e Composer

Thirteen languages? - a daunting undertaking!  Please log on to larrynickel.com - then click on the 
“Requiem for Peace” link, for speech tutorials spoken by people who are indigenous to the countries 
represented in this work.  Each poem/text is demonstrated slowly and clearly. 

For most accomplished choirs, texts in Latin, English, German and French are standard fare.  (So, there are 
no transliterations for such pieces).  Please take care with the consonant “R” - rolled in most languages, 
guttural in French and “British” in English (avoid the “far in a car” Canadian/America drawl).  In general, 
Latin phonetics, with the pure vowel approach, is applied to the transliterations. The Mandarin text is 
written with the Pinyin system.  

!  

Fratres in unum -  (Psalm 133) and Ahni Shalom (Psalm 120) are two of the 15 “Songs of Ascents” - 
sung by the Hebrew people, while they traveled (ascended) to Jerusalem three times a year for the great 
feasts.  One person would begin singing the Psalm and the others would join in or respond antiphonally.  
This composition extols the joys of brotherhood, while the juxtaposition of major triads at the tri-tone 
interval reveals the true state of affairs. 

Requiem aeternum - I imagined a grim procession out of Oliver Twist; with men, in black top hats, riding 
a black hearse/carriage, pulled by black horses.  Note the tolling of the bell, which reoccurs throughout 
various movements of the Requiem.  This piece grows from solemnity into anger and segues into - 

Long Black Arm - Wilfred Owen personifies and curses the weapons of war. .  The bottom line, however, 
is clearly directed to those who light the fuse or pull the trigger. The music has an evil and demented 
mechanical pulse.  Britten wrote powerful settings of this poem and “Bugles Sang” in his War Requiem. 

Bugles Sang –Wilfred Owen laments the pain of war with this poignant poem.  Young men – boys - try to 
get some sleep by the riverside as they dread the coming day. The sad sounds of bugles echo back and forth 
from one camp to the other. I think the sentiment fits into this Requiem as a stylized Tuba Mirum. 

Bahni Adam – by Sa’adi Shirazi, is displayed on a plaque outside the United Nations.  This song follows 
the Jewish Psalm, Ahni Shalom, with intentional irony.  Both writers, (representing nations that have been 
at odds for millenniums), yearn for Peace. Also included in this composition; a poem by Ahmad Shawqi, a 
leading Egyptian man of letters in the early 20th century - from a book called "Great Events in the Nile 
Valley." The English translation is given in a book, by Kenneth Cragg, entitled "Jesus and the Muslim."  
The word "ghazwa", or “razwatun” is associated in Muslim lore with Muhammad. According to the 
Muslim biographies of Muhammad, he conducted many raids (the word can also be translated "military 
expedition, aggression or conquest") during his lifetime, and in fact some of the early biographies are 
simply titled "Maghaazee" -- "the military campaigns of the Prophet."  

Kyrie eleison - A Japanese friend, Kuni Murai, wrote the melody (cantus firmus), heard intermittently in 
the sopranos, starting at bar 16.  The more active tenor line becomes the melody that emerges.  A recording 
of this piece was used in a documentary film about the current Japanese military involvement in Iraq. 

Bêtise de la guerre - Hugo’s novel, LES MISÉRABLES, speaks of the power of forgiveness.  This poem 
describes the stupidity and chaotic nature of war.  (I’ve attempted to set the lyrics appropriately).  Penelope 
was the faithful wife of Odysseus, who waited for him to return rather than marry any of her handsome but 
badly-behaved young suitors; I assume she is invoked here because she told the suitors that she would 
marry one of them when she'd finished weaving a funeral shroud for her father-in-law - but she didn't want 
to marry any of them, so what she wove during the day, she unwound every night.  In classical literature her 
labor is a paradigm of endless futility.  It's interesting that she was weaving a shroud -- a very appropriate 
allusion, given the theme of Hugo's poem.  (Thanks to Dr. David Creese for this observation) 

Bing Che Xing - Someone fluent in Mandarin should sing the solo part.  (The Latin approach to phonetics 
does not work well here).  There is a mix of happiness and sadness in this folkish tune; the experience of 
seeing young soldiers march through the village would evoke excitement and nationalist fervor - but also 
concern, sorrow and anger.  The song gradually progresses (or digresses) from happiness to sadness - from 
the patriotic spectacle to the pathetic truth.  The pentatonic and Dorian mode flavours help to achieve these 
mixed emotions.  I couldn’t resist a short Elgarian style episode because - speaking of imperialism! - the 
Anglo-Chinese Opium Wars (1839, 1856) surely represent a low point in European history. 



Dvadsat Vosyem Shtïkovïkh - 28 bayonet wounds!  One can imagine the rage and hatred of the 
perpetrator.  Anna Akmatova was a Russian writer, born in Boshoy Fontan, near Odessa, Ukraine. She was 
the daughter of a naval engineer.  She used her poetry to give voice to the Russian people, to tell of their 
struggles and yearnings.  After Lenin seized power, Anna's ex-husband was arrested and executed; he was 
accused of taking part in a plot to overthrow the government.  Joseph Stalin gained power in 1924, and 
from 1925 until 1940, an unofficial ban was placed on Anna's poetry. She devoted herself to literary 
criticism and to literary translation work during this time. Even though she enjoyed brief popularity after 
the war, her poetry was officially banned from publication in 1946. She was also expelled, which meant she 
didn't have a ration card. She needed to rely on friends for the rest of her life. 

Hiroshima lacrimosa – Japanese is integrated with Latin and two very old melodies in this composition - 
one European and one Oriental; the Requiem plainchant “Dies Irae” and the familiar Japanese “Sakura”.  
This poem really touched me on a personal level.  My son, Jason, married Yumi.  (they have three sons – 
Atsuya, Kazumoto and Kio).  The poet, Sankichi Toge, reveals that he was three kilometers from Ground 
Zero, and preparing to visit downtown Hiroshima, when the bomb detonated. If he had left a few minutes 
earlier, Sankichi would not have survived. Instead, he sustained cuts from shards of glass and radiation 
sickness, which may have contributed to his early demise. At the age of 29, after the war, he participated in 
youth and cultural movements and gradually became a leader in the peace movement. He published a 
number of books opposing atomic bombing and advocating peace. The start of the Korean War intensified 
pressure from the occupation army against the anti-atomic-bomb movement. Toge protested President 
Truman's statement that he would not rule out the use of nuclear weapons in the war. While hospitalized 
with tuberculosis, he published the book, “A-bomb Poetry”. When it was sent to the 1951 World Youth 
Peace Festival in Berlin, as one of Japan's representative works, “A-bomb Poetry” gained international 
acclaim.  On March 10, 1953, Toge died at the National Hiroshima Sanatorium. 

Håll Facklan Högt - Set to the poetry of Swedish author Pär Lagerkvist, who won the Nobel Prize in 
Literature, this composition was added in 2014 for the European premiere of Requiem for Peace. The 
melody and harmonies have a very deliberate Scandinavian touch. 

Dulce et decorum - another stunning Wilfred Owen poem, which describes the horrors of combat - one can 
vividly picture the scene.  With seething sarcasm, Owen says, “It is sweet and honourable to die for the 
Fatherland.”  He came to these conclusions, while living through trench warfare during WWI. 

Kinderen van de Vrede - Dutch is different than German! - so please refer to the website for guidance.  
This quasi-hymn starts in Dutch, with the words of Menno Simons (who liked to quote Micah 4:3).  During 
the 16th-century, Menno Simons, a reformation leader like Martin Luther, Ulrich Zwingli, Conrad Grebel 
and Felix Manz, was the Anabaptist founder of the Mennonite denomination.  His followers migrated (fled) 
from Holland to northern Germany (Prussia), then to Southern Russia and then (during the Russian 
Revolution) to Canada, the States and other parts of the world.  Mennonites, who often suffered persecution 
for their beliefs, once cherished these German lyrics.  Pacifism is a trademark of the Mennonites.  Imagine 
how German speaking Canadian conscientious objectors were scorned during World War II. 

Reconciliation - Walt Whitman is the favorite poet of my mentor, Dr. Steve Chatman.  (e.g. his “Proud 
Music of the Storm”)  This poem is breath taking - all by itself.  One hesitates to touch such a masterpiece. 
Music and the performing arts have often helped to expose great literature to the public. “For my enemy is 
dead; a man divine as myself is dead.” 

Agnus Dei - The Agnus Dei was introduced in the Mass by Pope Sergius (687-701) Actually, John the 
Baptist, upon seeing Christ at the Jordan River, proclaimed, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” (John 1:36)  I 
once considered ending Requiem for Peace with Fratres in Unum, however, I was persuaded to end with 
the most powerful statement possible. In my view, the Agnus Dei is the culminating point of any Mass; the 
most optimistic statement of the entire work.  This rendition is embellished with other Biblical texts on the 
subject.  



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: to my colleagues: for friendship, good humour, help with research, 
finding poems, translations, transliterations, lending CDs, speech tutorials, typesetting, 
proofreading, music guidance, constructive criticism, artwork and inspiration. 
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Dutch: Tom Dueck* (living in Amsterdam), Gwen Nickel, Antionette and Mijke Rhemtulla** 

Chinese: Sandy Tang*, Wenwei Guan**, Grace Chan, Yinan Song, Theresa Wai, Gloria Wan 

Japanese: Gaku Ishimura**, Michiko Kato, Kuni Murai, Yumi Nickel, Masako Ryan 

Russian: Steven Castle*, Ekaterina (Katya) Yurasovskaya**, Ivan Tucakor 

Swedish: Fred Sjöberg and Gunhild Johnson 

French: Mark Macdonald*, Jim Knight**, Diane Vrieling, Alexandra Henrique 

Farsi (Persian): Zohreh Bayatrizi**, Tissaphern Mirfakrai**, Farshid Samandari 

Latin/Greek: Emily Varto, Bruce Pullan, Stephen Wright, Dr. David Creese 

German: Dan Nickel (my father)*, Anne Gadermann**, Michael Müller, Peter Rohloff 

Hebrew: Dr. Ray Harris**, Wendy Stuart, Rabbi Steinberg from Beth Israel Synagogue, 
Margaret (Kapenga) Shurdom (residing in Jordan), Pnina Granirer. 

Arabic: Dr. Gordon Nickel* - (teaches Quranic Arabic at TWU), Maya Yazigi** - (teaches 
Advanced Classical Arabic and the Heritage of Islam at UBC), Farshid Samandari, Marg Rankin 

Text Editing: Steven Bélanger – a fine musician and linguist with a sharp eye for detail 

“One Evening in Baghdad”: (cover art) Atanur Dogan. Atanur and his wife, Asuman – 
Turkish/Canadian watercolorists and sculptors – met, while studying Art at Dokuz Eylul 
University in Izmir.  I discovered them in Stanley Park, Vancouver. 

Spouse: Edna (wife, mother, benevolent critic, emotional and financial support) Sweetheart, 
we started this adventure in 1971.  Many women do noble things, but you surpass them all. 

Music etc.: Dr. Steve Chatman (composition supervisor/mentor); Dr. Keith Hamel and Dr. 
Dorothy Chang (composition); Dr. Benjamin and Dr. Roeder (theory challenges); Dr. Alex 
Fisher (bibliography – “Dies Irae” project); Dr. Calvin Dyck (violin technique); Dr. Betty 
Suderman (piano); Andrew Chan (harp); Roger Cole (woodwinds); Jon Washburn (choral 
tips); Dr. Wes Janzen (choral tips); Diane Loomer and my fellow singers at Chor Leoni 
(support and inspiration); Neil Weisensel (orchestration advice); Bruce Pullan (overall project 
design and impetus); Stephen Wright (history and personal CD library); Tony Funk (choral 
music collaborator for 14 years); Don Harder (recording engineer); Steve Thiessen (MCC SCS 
Executive); Ruth Froese (proof reading); Eileen Powers (CBC Radio); Peter Rohloff (publisher); 
Laurie Townsend (program); UBC composition friends- Colin, Yvonne, Tim, Alfredo, David, 
Maria, Stefan, Tudor, Kris, Brian, Matthew, Collin, Farshid, Rick, Jen, Mike, Emily, Stephen, 
Fabiola, Sarah, Nathaniel, Tissa, Elizabeth, Shannon and Iman; Gordon Nickel (brother, 
scholar, visionary and collaborator), Jesu Christe – Agnus Dei - Redemptor. 

* research and locating appropriate texts/poems    
* **can be heard demonstrating pronunciation of the texts - visit larrynickel.com 

Tissa 
Wenwei and 
Gaku 


