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laid-back and funky, with a bounce to the groove   

 




   




Stephen Hatfield

Walk Through Walls

commissioned by the Dr. Norman Bethune Collegiate Institute Festival Singers (Toronto, Ontario); director - Ann Willoughby
dedicated to Rick Humphrey in appreciation for his support of our music program
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my self- a name. I'm surf in'- back
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thru' my his t'ry,- keep in'-
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track of all my dues.
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I'm the next one mak in'- the news.
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I'm the next one mak in'- the news,
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walk thru' wah oo- walls.- Walk thru' wah oo- walls.-
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walk thru' walls. Walk thru' walls.
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fresh name there. Take your din ner- out to cook;
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fresh name there. Take your din ner- out to cook
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there's my ros es- in
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Just when you
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that's me! Un rav- el- ling- the clues.
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think that you've found the place my feet touch the ground, check out the jet
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pack- strapped to my shoes.
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Take the cruise.
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right thru' the wah oo- walls.- We're go in'-
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the wah oo- walls.- We're go in'-
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decres. poco a poco

thru' the walls. We're go in'- right thru' the walls.
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notes from the composer:

"Walk Through Walls", one of my most optomistic pieces, summons up those golden moments when you feel in the zone and
on your game: and obstacle becomes an agreeable challenge, and the open road welcomes you with open arms.  I wanted a piece
that would equally fit a graduation ceremony or a touring bus singalong.

I'd like the groove to be both solid and bouyant: full of energy, and yet laid-back and relaxed, even when, especially when,
the dynamic level is forte. The big challenge is to keep the tempo steady with a big, unhurried backbeat, and room for every
quarter note pulse in the measure to "plant its feet" on the floor, firm and round.  For every action there is an equal and opposite
reaction: the more firmly the musicians plant their feet and the beat on the floor, the more upward spring they'll have in every note,
every step.

Keep the vocal tone full of excitement during the final decrescendo (m. 48 al Fine), with a sense that, though the song may
be coming to an end, the adventure has just begun. When you break through the song's initial key signature at rehearsal letter E
("E" for "Escape"), that's just the first wall you've walked through. The decrescendo isn't because the song is coming to an end,
but that the singers are vanishing into their own future.   S.H.
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