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V’la L’Bon Vent is over 300 years old and was sung by he Voyageurs and Coureur du Bois 

as they worked to help pass the time and keep rhythm as they rowed or walked.  

The meaning of the chorus can be interpreted as an expression of favourable conditions

for whatever task is being undertaken. With over 100 known verses making up this song, 

one can imagine that the story itself is meant to accommodate the length of the job, 

rather than provide a profound narrative.  

Thankfully, this arrangement only contains six of those verses:

1) Behind our home there is a pond,

Three beautiful ducks are going to bathe.

Chorus: Here comes the good wind, here comes the nice wind,

     Here comes the good wind, my lady is calling me,

     Here comes the good wind, here comes the nice wind,

     Here comes the good wind, my lady awaits me.

2) Three beautiful ducks are going to bathe,

The king’s son is going off hunting.

3) The king’s son is going off hunting,

With his long silver rifle.

4) With his long silver rifle,

He points out the black one but shoots the white.

5) He points out the black one but shoots the white,

O king’s son, you are mean!

6) O king’s son, you are mean,

To have killed my white duck!

Allison Girvan
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