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voicing options:
Much of "Fair Time Ago" is a dialogue b~
It is possible for the solos to move fror
and the piece wishes to suggest a mv’
throughout the piece to the same sr

pronunciation of the place n-
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.r and soloists. The solo lines can be sung by single singers, as a duet, or by a small section.
, within the choir, which is appropriate since each character comes froma different town,
ces. Another possibility, visually effective in a different way, would be toassign the solos
_ction who could stand apart from the main choir, thus emphasing the anitphony.

1g:
> keep their French pronunciation and sometimes are Anglicized. All you need to remember is the names
following line. "Fleur De Lys" will rhyme with "sea", whereas the final syllable of "Baccalieu"s

"g" in "Burgeo" is soft, as in "geology". "Twillingate" is pronounced "Twilling-gate".

in my song always rhyme
becomes "loo" to rhyme @

Background Notes

Newfoundland is 1ts strong family ties, ties which in days gone by were both a means of preserving the culture and a matter of sheer survival
@ erty, exploitation by the ruling classes, isolation, bitter winters, lack of teachers and doctors, deep distrust between Catholics

in a way of life
and Protestar .nual threat of the men folk drowning as they fished in open boats on the stormy Atlantic, which would throw the surviving
families poverty in this single-industry economy. Although it is the courageous toil of the fisherman that is most often celebrated in

.e role of women was of incalculable importance. The women may not have rowed out to the Grand Banks, but once the catch was
were plunged deep into the endless labour of cleaning and salting the fish and spreading thousands upon thousands out to dry, on top

in*
Newfour
brougl
of th .ess work of running the house and tending the family. They had no choice but to become the teachers and doctors of their communities,
as % sers and story-tellers who kept the traditions, the faith and the spirit of their families alive. Although many of the best known

musicians were men, they often emphasized how they had learned it all from their mothers.

. Newfoundland, in many ways, remains a distinct society in a unique part of the world, I have found that people from Mexico to Latvia
.ongly to the challenges and upheavals that Newfoundlanders faced as their way of life changed at such tremendous speed. People there
.ake their heads in amazement and not a little sorrow over how quickly and irrevocably the old ways have disappeared, tough as they were.

@7 he words “fair time” in the title “Fair Time Ago” could equally mean “quite a few years”, or “a lovely time, a just time.”)
r

he piece I wrote to honour the Newfoundland women of a fair time ago becomes universal by being particular. The towns and outports named in the song
may be from Newfoundland, but the voices of the women come from every corner of the earth.

visit cypresschoral.com to hear a good recording of this piece



